
“ There were not sufficient reasons 
to unleash a war against Iraq. To say 
nothing of the fact that, given the new 
weapons that make possible destruc-
tions that go beyond the combatant 
groups, today we should be asking 
ourselves if it is still licit to admit the 
very existence of a ‘just war.’”

(Pope Benedict XVI, May 2, 2003)

“ When war, as in these days in Iraq, 
threatens the fate of humanity, it is 
ever more urgent to proclaim, with 
a strong and decisive voice, that only 
peace is the road to follow to con-
struct a more just and united society. 
Violence and arms can never resolve 
the problems of man.”

(Pope John Paul II, 2003)


